Girlhood in the Germany of the Kaiser
and making a living. But their resistance remained
firm. I probably would have tried to pursue the
plan in spite of this, but our family physician warned
me that if I rebelled any longer and brought further
nervous strain upon my father, I might regret the
consequences to his health. That, of course, ended
it. I did not mean to lead my own life at the expense
of my father's.
Back in Frankfurt, the conflict recommenced at
once. It was impossible to give up all interest in
life and live like an automaton while the most fascin-
ating things were going on. It was the period of
an awakening of genuine democratic thinking in
Germany under the leadership of Theodor Barth in
Berlin. Barth was a great personality and a fascin-
ating writer. We were .eager to read his articles in
the Berlin Nation. He gave us our first political
education, awakened in us an appreciation of genuine
self-government.. Of course, his movement did not
last long; most of his followers later joined the
Social Democratic movement Naturally, we were
not satisfied to listen to only one opinion. We went
to all available meetings of political parties. Soon I
felt a temptation to take part in the discussion, but,
feeling too young, I did not dare. I found a way
out by asking questions in writing.
In our round of exploration we became interested
in the labour movement. An office workers' union
had just been started. Its membership was not
yet more than two or three score. However, there
was plenty of room for improvement in the working
conditions of this category of workers. Hanna and
I did not expect any advantage for ourselves, for we